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FIRST OF ALL

Tractorization ~ engendering of gender (Chabaud-Rychter & Gardey, 2002) :
* Pushed girls/women out of farming

* Central artefact in the construction of agricultural masculinity (Brandth, 1995;
Martin, 2025a; Saugeres, 2002)

* But also the sexual division of labour justified by physical strain and strength
requirements for machine operation

* And yet, even when relieved by technology, women's access to machinery
remains limited (Gallioz, 2006)

This is referred to as an appropriation of technology (Rivoal, 2018)



THIS PRESENTATION WILL
EXAMINE ...

* Not only the transmission of technical knowledge around the tractor

* How this knowledge contributes to shaping socially situated ways of doing
gender/'being a man' in agricultural schools

* Basedon:
Sociology of curricula (on the training device it-self) (Forquin, 1995) (Lemaitre, 2007)
 French Sociology of agricultural worlds
* Gender Studies

* Quotes collected in French were translated into English, with attention to
preserving sociological meaning




HERE THE OUTLINE
OF MY PRESENTATION...

* Some background about
agricultural school in France

* Ongoing research design
* Key results
 Conclusion
 References

PHOTO 1 : DOOR OF THE MECHANIECS WORKSHOP AND ITS DRAWING — SCHOOL 2 (MCF)




BACKGROUND ABOUT
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL IN
FRANCE

Without going into too much detail about agricultural school in France:

« falls under the Ministry of Agriculture, not the Ministry of National
Education

* Its own curriculum framework:
* from personal care services (The legacy of domestic science schools)
* to agricultural production

* From lower secondary level (age 14) through to post-secondary

vocational qualifications, to agronomic engineering schools or

veterinary schools

Some institutions have the distinctive feature of being attached to a

https://www.ouest-france.fr/bretagne/vitre-35500/temoignages-quand-1-
ecole-enseignait-aux-vitreennes-a-etre-de-bonnes-epouses-02bff13e-958a-

WOr klng f arm 11ec-a598-cbcOff532848




METHODOLOGY (1)

183 hours of classroom observation were carried
out

Plus time outside the classroom: class councils,
meetings, break times, paper grading

In 4 establishments in France

On 2 vocational baccalaureates: farm
management and machinery

On 1 post-secondary vocational

qualifications on machinery

Still in process: student questionary upcoming

la
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% de gargons-éléves par classe et TOTAL par
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lere
Terminal

voie scolaire

Methodological choice of Sciences and Techniques of Agricultural S UGN TN e
machinery from a gender perspective: T

) . . voie scolaire 2eme
* Agricultural production track: 329 girls (Riviere & Moreau, 2020) BTSGDEA |——— 7o, 96%

d'apprentissa 2éme

* Agricultural Machinery vocational baccalaureate 2022-2023: 35 girls Tareon oo fab st
out of 1,399 students (Guétat Bernard & Benet, 2023)
* A 'single-sex' training environment (Lemarchant, 2017)

* A 'privileged site of observation' of the construction of gender

identities (Nadia Lamamra & Nicole Mosconi, cited in Rivoal, Bretin &
Vuattoux, 2019)
e Here: of masculinities

On my PhD : Focus on the discipline: Sciences
and Techniques of agricultural machinery

In this presentation : Focus on practical sessions /
relationship to the body and machinery"

Photo 14/10 — School farm of School 2 - MICF




~””/ MAIN RESULTS
PERFORMANCES AND CRITIQUES OF WORKING-CL
LIVESTOCK FARMER MASCULINITY ON THE FARM

School’s farm as a stage for the performance of traditional agricultural masculinity (Brandch,
1995; Saugeres, 2002) = working-class / rural / livestock farmer:
* Learning through experience - Responding to the unexpected — ‘actual breakdown'
in an emergency on school’s farm machinery

* The 'professional gaze' (Munz,2019) as a 'economy of making do' (Hugues, 2024) (Giordano,
2020)

*  'Knowing how to yell' with no room for doubt (Rivoal, 2018)
*  Demonstration of physical strength — "pushed it too hard’
Valorization of pain resistance — 'not immediately bothered by the pain'

Farm- School 2 -

MCF

School 2 - MCF

Associated gender practices challenged by workshop teachers :

*  Devaluation — 'I call that peasant economics' / 'that's ridiculous |[...] you don't
grind knives'

Figure of repulsion — 'disgusting' / 'dirt everywbere, inside and out'

*  'Thirst for work' (Mary & Renahy, 2013) — 'beer cans in the cab’

+ Little care given to machinery

* 'In hydraulics, we replace everything, we don't tinker!""

Photo 26/11 — farm - School 2 - MICF




MAIN RESULTS

THE ‘LEVER ARM' AND THE 'TORQUE WRENCH'® OF

TECHNICIST MASCULINITY IN THE MECHANICAL

WORKSHOP

Injunction to a technicist masculinity in the workshop:

Ergonomics and tidiness / relationship to time — 'they're good [...] the bell hasn't gone yet'
Rationalization of movement: the 'lever arm’' over physical strength — "whatever you do,
don't force it or 1t'll break'

Capacity to think — 'how do we work in that specific spot?’

Self-control (gestures / strength / emotions) — 'don't get angry [...] don't force it [...] go
gentle'

Engendering of gender (Chabaud-Rychter & Gardey, 2002) ¢

* In 'pure mechanics' = more complex technical objects + internal components / farm

« Torque values are non-negociable

* Imposed by the technical object, expected masculinity no longer rests on the

demonstration of physical strength, but rather on bringing it under control

* Legitimizing a 'gentle' approach

Socially associated with 'feminine' dispositions,

* Requalified as a legitimate 'masculine' competence

«  With the allusion to the 'masculine’ script of heterosexual sexuality — "you fit the
parts without forcing, as in other areas of life"

Atel
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TO CONCLUDE...

How does knowledge in Agricultural Machinery contribute to shaping socially

situated ways of 'being a man' in agricultural worlds?

Reproduction of inequalities / who access to training
Technology engenders gender:

« Register of (de)valorization of gender practice configurations

 z conditions of practice & technology

Localized social spaces / territories and social classes of farming (arable farming vs livestock
farming) (Bruneau, 2018) (Laferté, 2018c)

Photo 09/12 — whorkshop/classroom
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What place for the classroom in Agricultural Machinery
knowledge ?

elitist institution (localized social spaces)

In the construction of inequalities ?
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